
SUMMER 2015	 LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org / 402.817.1168

Our mission
We are committed to improving 
the lives of animals and 
alleviating cruelty in Lincoln 
and the surrounding area. 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors 
promotes enriching our 
community through progressive 
thinking, education, awareness 
and public support. 

Donate
Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Program
Pet Food Bank
General Funds
Mail to: PO Box 67072, Lincoln, NE 
68506. Pet Food Bank donation 
items can be dropped off at
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
2325 S. 24th Street, both Petco 
Lincoln locations and Super 
Saver at 56th & Hwy 2 and 
27th & Cornhusker. As a 501(c)
(3), all donations to LAA are tax 
deductible.
Or donate through our website
LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org

NEW LOCATION!
2445 S. 48th Street
Don’t forget to shop at Cause 
for Paws. This “boutique for 
cheap” turns your donations and 
purchases into cash for animal 
charities, including LAA’s low-cost 
spay/neuter program. 
CauseForPawsLincoln.org

Pet Talk
Proactive  Involved  Progressive  Compassionate

www.L inco lnAnima lAmbassadors .org

The Mighty & The Tiny 

Cause
for

Paws
Boutique

for
Cheap

LAA is excited to announce their newest 
project, The Mighty and The Tiny, a spay/
neuter project for two breeds of dogs which 
are currently at highest risk for ending up in 
shelters, and often euthanization. The two 
breeds at highest risk for ending up in shelters 
are Pit Bulls and Chihuahuas. 
	 Recently, LAA became a member of 
Best Friends Animal Society’s No More 
Homeless Pets® Network which gave them the 
opportunity to apply for a Best Friends grant. 
Best Friends believes, “...that collaboration 
with local pet shelters and animal rescue 
organizations, the people who know their 
community the best, is key to ending the killing 
in America’s shelters.”
	 In June 2015, LAA received a grant of 
$3,750 to be used toward providing alterations 
for the “Mighty” dogs of this project, Pit 
Bulls and Pit Bull blends, allowing LAA to 
provide spay or neuter procedures for Pit 

Bulls and Pit Bull blends for just $25 per dog. 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors is including the 
“Tiny” dogs of this project, Chihuahuas and 
Chihuahua blends, for the incredible price of 
$25 per spay or neuter.
	T o take advantage of this incredibly low 
price, please use LAA’s website, 
LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org/mtp and 
submit the requested information or call LAA 
at 402-817-1168 and leave a message stating 
you have a Pit Bull or Chihuahua and state the 
code: Best Friends. You will receive a return 
call to obtain the information needed for the 
voucher.
	 For more information about Best Friends 
Animal Society visit their website at 
bestfriends.org.

Tiny

The 
MIGHTY 
anD THE
A spay & 
neuter project 
targeting Lincoln’s most 
‘at-risk’ breeds Pit Bulls 
& Chihuahuas

$25 per dog
Use special code: 
Best Friends
Call now—Limited 
availability



Avery Johnson

Bert Schriner

Burke Casari

Carol Siefkes

Charles & Lela Sayward

Clancy Smith

Connie Beckman

Jeanie & Earl Imler

Joyce Teets

Kent & Shelley Mattson

Mary Douglas

Marylee Smith

Natalie Kohmetscher

Ryan & Heidi Gratopp

Shirley Nasalik

Tammie Lang

Canine Consultants

Capital Humane Society

Cause for Paws

Network for Good

Patty’s Pub

Petco North

Petco South

SitStay.com

South Ridge Animal Clinic

Target, North 48th

Wachal Pet Health Center

And everyone who has dropped 
off food and supplies at our drop-
off locations

A special 
thank you 
to our recent 
donors!
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Would you like to be a part of a hands on 
organization, made up of caring animal 
advocates like yourself, that actually 
makes a difference in the lives of animals 
in Lincoln, Nebraska and the surrounding 
area?   
	 LAA is looking for skilled and committed 
volunteers to donate a couple hours a week 
to do just that. It costs you nothing but your 
time!  Most positions you can do from your 
own home. Read on for your opportunity 
to be a part of the solution to Lincoln’s pet 
overpopulation problem. We have openings 
for the following positions:

Pet Food Bank Application Reviewer: 
Our program is income need-based and 
applicants must provide an application and 
supporting documentation to ensure they 
meet program guidelines. This volunteer 
would work from home. A telephone and 
computer/internet are mandatory. Some 
clerical/administrative as well as experience 
with Google Docs is helpful, but we will 
provide training. This position requires a 
time commitment of approximately 2-4 
hours per week. Must be at least 18 years 
of age.

Spay/Neuter Phone Interviewer: We are 
in need of volunteers to conduct spay/
neuter interviews by phone with our program 
applicants. Interviewers collect necessary 
information to issue spay/neuter vouchers 
for our low-cost spay/neuter program. 
A computer, internet connection, and 
telephone are mandatory. These hours are 
flexible--you can choose the amount of time 
you’d like to volunteer each week. Training is 
provided.

Vaccination Clinic Volunteer: Lincoln Animal 
Ambassadors is in need of a volunteer to 
staff our monthly vaccination clinics. Clinics 
are held at Cotner Pet Care in the Piedmont 
Shopping Center the first Tuesday of each 
month, from 6-8 pm. The volunteer would 
assist clients in completing registration 
forms and would clean the exam rooms after 
each visit. There is some hands-on animal 
contact possible. This position requires 2 
hours per month.

Phone Line Volunteer: We are in need 
of a phone line volunteer. 
This volunteer would be 
assigned a phone shift 
and return calls made to 

our hotline during that shift. This position 
allows the volunteer to work from home. 
A telephone and computer/internet are 
mandatory. Experience with Google Docs 
is a plus, but will train. Time requirement: 
1-3 hours per week, depending on shift. 
Training is provided. Must be at least 18 
years of age. Please visit our website, 
LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org, for more 
information about our organization.

Newsletter/Poster Distribution: Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors is in need of 
volunteers to distribute our newsletters and 
event posters. We have North and South 
routes available in Lincoln. Volunteer would 
distribute to specific locations on a route. A 
vehicle is required. Distributions take place 
4-6 times per year. Each distribution requires 
approximately 2-4 hours.

Donation Pickups We need volunteer to pick 
up donations from locations around Lincoln. 
A truck/van/SUV is required. This volunteer 
will pick up donations and deliver them to 
our distribution site. The schedule is flexible. 
Volunteer must be able to load and unload 
pet food (approximately 50 pounds). This 
position requires 8-12 hours per month.

Pet Food Bank volunteer: We are in need 
of a volunteer to help staff our pet food 
bank on Thursday nights. The volunteer 
would need to make a consistent weekly 
commitment from 7-8 pm to help distribute 
pet food and supplies at our pet food bank. 
This position requires one hour each week.

If you are interested in any of 
these positions, please fill out a 
volunteer application on our website, 
LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org. We will 
contact you regarding your area of interest. 
We’d love to have you join LAA as one of our 
volunteers!

We can make Lincoln a no-kill city 
if we all work 
together!

Volunteers needed: You can make a difference!

Are you an animal advocate?



Where did you first learn about Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors?
I volunteered for a brief time at another 
organization, then searched online for a 
local group that I believed to be better 
suited my philosophy regarding animal 
advocacy, and found LAA. I’ve been 
volunteering with LAA for over 3 years.

Tell us a little bit about yourself.
I am a lifelong Nebraska resident, born in 
Syracuse but have lived in Lincoln since I 
was 2 years old. I graduated from Lincoln 
Northeast High School and Southeast 
Community College. I work full-time at a 
local insurance company. I have two kids; 
Laura is a teacher at a daycare and Eric is 
on active duty in the Air Force. Ron is my 
life partner and “co-conspirator” on many 
LAA adventures. I enjoy camping, going to 
the races, movies, and cooking and baking. 
	 I’ve never, as an adult, NOT had at least 
one dog and cat. Usually, I’ve had several. 
Pets are a big part of my life. I enjoy their 
companionship, and the never cease to 
entertain and amuse me. Each one has its 
own personality, and I consider them all my 
“fur kids”!

 What areas do you primarily volunteer for 
us at this time?
Currently, I serve on the LAA Board as the 
volunteer coordinator and as one of the 
phone line volunteers. In the past, I have 
been the newsletter coordinator. I also help 
out at the pet food bank and at various 
events and fundraisers. 

What do you find rewarding in your 
volunteer activities?
Because I don’t have a lot of money to 
give to LAA, I give of my time. I feel very 

passionate about our programs (pet food 
bank and spay/neuter program), and I feel 
that we serve a very important function 
in our community in trying to reduce the 
number of unwanted litters, which in turn 
reduces the number of pets surrendered 
to shelters. I don’t believe there is a valid 
reason to kill healthy pets because through 
an effective spay and neuter program, 
we can impact the numbers of unwanted 
and homeless companion animals. I find 
it rewarding to know that a pet is healthier 
and happier, having been altered, and that 
LAA has enabled that to be done through 
our program. 
	 I also find it rewarding to know that we 
are helping to feed the at-risk pets in our 
community through our pet food bank. We 
have local food bank for humans, but there 
is nothing else like our program for feeding 
Lincoln’s hungry pets. And, in the process 
of taking care of basic needs, we can 
educate people about being responsible, 
knowledgeable pet parents. There is 
no such thing as a “free kitten” or “free 
puppy”, and people need to understand 
that pets require time and money as well 
as love. In everything we do, we try to 
educate our community about all aspects 
of pet care. I know that we can--and do--
make a difference in Lincoln.

Do you do other volunteer work in Lincoln? 
No, I do not. I devote my volunteer time 
to LAA as that is where I find the greatest 
reward.

What would you recommend to anyone 
looking to volunteer for Lincoln Animal 
Ambassadors?
I would recommend that any prospective 
volunteers take a clue from Nike and 
“just do it”! We have an easy application 
process—you can apply online through our 
website, or through Volunteer Match. We 
always have several openings available, 
and there is something for everyone. (We 
do ask that you be at least 18 years of age 
for various reasons.) It doesn’t matter if 
you’ve got an hour a week or 10 hours a 
week to volunteer--we can put you to work. 
A lot of our volunteer work can be done 
from your own home. One advantage to 
volunteering with LAA is that because we 
do not rescue, foster, or adopt pets, we 
can focus on helping people and their pets 
without the demand for hands-on animal 
care. 

If you could add one thing to the Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors “wish list,” what 
would it be?
Obviously, at the top of my wish list would 

be “more money”---money to fund our 
spay/neuter program. We never have 
enough funds to help everyone, as our 
funds are limited to what is donated to 
us or received through grants. With more 
money, we could help more people...and 
the effect of that grows exponentially. The 
more people we help, the fewer unwanted 
litters will occur. It’s difficult to add just 
“one thing” to my LAA wish list. Because 
we are an all-volunteer group, we depend 
on volunteers to operate. None of us get 
paid--we are volunteers like everyone 
else in the organization. Committed, 
dependable volunteers are always needed. 
And, it would be very exciting to have name 
recognition within our community. While 
we’ve come a long way in just a few short 
years, there are still so many who need to 
get to know us and what we do!

Is there anything else you would like to tell 
people?
Spay and neuter. Adopt, don’t shop. 
Repeat! In closing, I’ll share one of my 
favorite quotes: “I think dogs are the most 
amazing creatures; they give unconditional 
love. For me they are the role model for 
being alive.” --Gilda Radner

LAA needs volunteers like you!
LAA needs volunteers like you! If you have 
ever considered volunteering for a worthy 
cause, we would love to talk to you. LAA is 
looking for individuals to help with phone 
line shifts, returning pet food bank and 
spay/neuter inquiry calls as well as spay/
neuter voucher interviewers. You can help 
pets and their owners by contacting us at 
info@lincolnanimalambassadors.org or 
calling 402.817.1168. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Donna Kavanagh

In memory of 
Ruby, beloved 
cattle dog of 
Mike & Fern 
Coon

In memory 
of Biscuit, a 
Wheaten Terrier 
of Carol & Dan 
Klaus

donations in
memoriam
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LAA Board & All the Volunteers!

Karl Skinner

Deer Springs Winery

Bissel

Petco

Lye Soap

SAS

Sha La Las

Release Time

Cherished Images

Paws Up

The Green Spot

Pug Partners of NE

Home Clean Home

Heartland German Shepherd

Hip Klips

Blue River Pet Rescue

Jamberry

Furry Friends Bakery

Ratbone Rescues

Nature’s Logic

Revolution Rescue

Gold Canyon Candles

Nebraska No Kill Canine Rescue

Big Red Vapor

18th Street Soap Company

Active Life Family Chiropractic

Bath Fitter

Canine Design

RUFF Rescue

Quirky Cats Home

Second Chance Pups

HyVee - Northern Lights

A huge ‘thank 
you’ to our Wine 
& Howl donors
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This year, we saw a record number of 
attendee’s at Wine & Howl—overflowing 
Deer Springs Winery’s parking area and 
raising more than $6000 dollars from 
admission donations and raffle ticket sales 
to help fund our programs. Even though 
the weather seemed suspicious early on, 
the sun blasted through the clouds and left 
behind a gorgeous day. 
	 After visiting with a number of vendors, 
including many of the areas animal rescue 
organization, attendees were treated to 
Performances from Lye Soap, SAS, the 

Sha La Las, and Release Time, making for 
an extremely enjoyable afternoon at the 
winery. To end the day, we gave out almost 
fifty raffle prizes; including several Wine and 
Pet-related gift baskets.
	 Wine & Howl is the highlight of our 
summer and we were glad to share the 
afternoon with so many people and we are 
already planning for next year! Mark your 
calendar now and make sure you don’t miss 
it! 
	 Wine & Howl 2016 will be held at Deer 
Springs Winery on June 11.

A fun-filled, record-setting day:

7th Annual Wine & Howl

A special kind of Wine & Howl vendor

This year’s Wine & Howl had a very 
special vendor. During the event Natalie 
Kohmetscher (pictured on left) made and 
sold rubber band bracelets and animals. 
She was kind enough to donate all of her 
proceeds to Lincoln Animal Ambassadors. 
Thank you Natalie for donating your time and 
effort to help the animals of Lincoln!



Calendar of
events
National Pet Adoption Days
August 8 & 9
10am - 2pm
Petco Stores

Sub Sandwich Sale
September 5
11am - 2pm
Super Saver
2662 Cornhusker Hwy

Can you adopt me now? 
Verizon Adoption Days
September 19
4600 Innovation Drive, Lincoln

Meow & Chow
October 17
Scottish Rite Temple

Giving Tuesday
December 1

Wine & Howl
June 11, 2016
Deer Springs Winery

Lincoln Animal Ambassadors (LAA) is 
pleased to have received a grant from 
Best Friends Animal Society for the Mighty 
Dogs of its “The Mighty and the Tiny” 
spay and neuter initiative to help Lincoln 
and Lancaster County save the lives of 
Chihuahuas and pit bull terrier-like dogs in 
the local community.
	 Lincoln Animal Ambassadors participates 
in Best Friends’ No More Homeless Pets® 
Network, a program offering financial 
and technical support to shelters, rescue 
groups, and other grassroots animal 
welfare organizations saving lives in their 
communities.
	 “This grant allows us to include spay 
and neuter surgeries in our work toward 
helping the most overrepresented breeds 
in animal shelters,” said Mary Douglas, 
LAA president. “Our goal will be to help 100 
pit bull terrier-like dogs. We appreciate the 
support of Best Friends Animal Society in 
making ‘The Mighty and the Tiny’ possible.” 
	 Liz Finch, senior manager of Best Friends’ 
National Programs, added, “This grant 
project targets dogs that are most at-risk 
to be killed and provides an innovative 
solution to save their lives in alignment with 
Best Friends’ determination to Save Them 
All®.”
	 Every day, more than 9,000 pets are 
killed in shelters because they don’t have 

homes. Best Friends Animal Society and its 
No More Homeless Pets Network partners, 
including Lincoln Animal Ambassadors are 
committed to saving them. 

About Best Friends Animal 
Society

Best Friends Animal 
Society is the only 
national animal 
welfare organization 

focused exclusively on ending the killing 
of dogs and cats in America’s shelters. A 
leader in the no-kill movement, Best Friends 
runs the nation’s largest no-kill sanctuary 
for companion animals, as well as lifesaving 
programs in partnership with rescue groups 
and shelters across the country. Since its 
founding in 1984, Best Friends has helped 
reduce the number of animals killed in 
American shelters from 17 million per year 
to about 4 million. By continuing to build 
effective initiatives that reduce the number 
of animals entering shelters and increase 
the number who find homes, Best Friends 
and its nationwide network of members and 
partners are working to Save Them All.

To find out more about this wonderful 
organization, visit bestfriends.org

Lincoln Animal Ambassadors 
awarded $3,750 grant 

Low Cost Spay/Neuter Program 

Total altered: 1,799

Total Dogs: 907 
Female: 472 
Male: 435 
Adults (1-6 years): 570 
Puppies: 298
Senior: 39

Total Cats: 892 
Female: 504 
Male: 388 
Adults (1-6 years): 378 
Kittens: 506 
Senior: 8

Food Bank Numbers

Total pounds distributed since 
beginning: 256,557 lbs.

Total pounds distributed in 2015: 
27,632 lbs.

Average pounds distributed per 
month in 2015: 3,684 lbs. (almost 
2 tons per month!)

Unique number of families helped 
in 2015 so far: 304

by the 
numbers

Avery Johnson had a birthday coming up. 
He and his mom had some discussion 
about having his birthday party guests 
donate items for someone else, instead of 
gifts for Avery. He quickly agreed to that 
idea. After all, what else did he need?
	 So, his mom, Michelle, 
asked if he would like to 
help people or animals. He 
quickly chose animals. Which 
isn’t surprising, because his 
grandmother, Jeanie Imler, is a 
very involved volunteer for the 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors.
	 Avery collected a whole 
trunk load of pet food for the 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors 
Pet Food Bank. A huge thank 
you to Avery, his birthday party guests, his 
mom Michelle and his grandmother, Jeanie, 
for having such giving hearts. 

Third generation with a giving heart
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Heartland German Shepherd Rescue 
(HUGS) is a Nebraska-licensed, all-
volunteer, 501(c)(3) non-profit dog rescue 
organization founded in May 2015. 
We operate out of the Omaha-Lincoln, 
Nebraska area. Our main focus is to save 
German Shepherd dogs at risk of being 
euthanized in shelters. We also try to help 
other German Shepherds and Belgian 
Shepherds in need, as much as we are 
able to.

	 Our mission 
is to rescue, 
rehabilitate 
and place the 
dogs we rescue 
in permanent, 
loving homes. 
We totally rely on 
our wonderful 
volunteer 

workforce and rescue allies, as well as 
donations and adoption fees to operate 

and to cover rescue costs. We normally 
have in between 6-11 dogs in foster 
care at one time. The dogs come mainly 
from Midwest shelters, some are owner 
surrenders. As space allows, we also 
try to save a few dogs from the severely 
overcrowded, high-kill California shelters, 
through our wonderful partners, the 
Miracle GSD Network.
	 We do not have a shelter facility. The 
dogs we rescue stay with our volunteer 

foster families 
until the time of 
their adoption. We 
provide necessary 
veterinary care, 
appropriate 
nutrition, training 
and socialization 
to ready our dogs 
for their forever 
home. We support 

a balanced training approach. German 
Shepherd dogs are a highly active, 
energetic, working breed. They require 
considerable exercise, socialization, 
training, leadership and mental stimuli in 
order to be well-adjusted, well-balanced, 
and well-mannered dogs. We ask that 
prospective adopters research the breed 
and consider the time and financial 
commitment, before applying to adopt. 
HUGS adoptable dogs are fully vaccinated, 
tested for Heartworm disease (started 

on Heartworm preventative, or treated if 
Heartworm positive), spayed or neutered 
and microchipped.
	 While we prefer to adopt dogs locally, 
we may consider other qualified Midwest 
applicants within an approximate 200 mile 
radius of the Omaha-Lincoln, NE area, on a 
case-by-case basis, especially for dogs that 
may not have a lot of local interest.
	 In all cases, we must be able to 
complete a home visit that meets our 
standards. Applicants must be willing 
to travel to the Omaha-Lincoln area for 
an adoption meet and greet with their 
prospective new HUG dog. All household 
members, including current dogs, must 
attend the meet and greet.
	 Our greatest need is for foster families. 
Our ability to save a dog’s life is most often 
determined by whether we have an open 
foster home for that dog to go in. Foster 
homes need to be in the Omaha, Lincoln, 
Council Bluffs or surrounding areas. We 
provide all necessary medical care for our 
foster dogs, HW preventative, help with 
food, and provide a great support network. 
We ask that foster parents bring their 
foster dogs to vet appointments and HUGS 
events, or that they make transportation 
arrangements with us. We can also use 
volunteers to help us at our local events.
Please visit our website at www.
heartlandgsrescue.org for more 
information and follow us on Facebook!

Featured Rescue: Heartland German Shepherd Rescue (HUGS)
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Companion animals have a reason to 
celebrate. The Cat House (TCH) has 
recently moved to its new location at 
3633 “O” Street. 
	T CH is one of a number of small non-
profit organizations that are dedicated to 
improving the lives of companion animals 
in Lincoln. 
	T his cat-focused non-profit, 501(c)
(3) organization is managed and staffed 
by volunteers who do everything from 
washing litter boxes to interviewing 
potential adopters, from stuffing catnip 
sticks (sold as a fundraiser) to mowing 
the grass. TCH takes cats and kittens 
into their shelter and volunteers work 
to find them appropriate, loving, forever 
homes. All cats are spayed or neutered, 
vaccinated, tested, and microchipped 
before adoption.
	T he search for a new home started 
with the lease nearing its end at 1935 
Q Street. The TCH board knew they were 

going to have to make some changes 
with the rent going up. It was a difficult 
decision but once made the search was 
on for a property and a lender that would 
support the no-kill shelter.
	 Relying on volunteer efforts as much 
as possible, the group worked for months 
gutting the building which once housed 
offices and a daycare, designing the interior 
and building walls for the 34 cat rooms 
as well as support areas to include two 
kitchens, two laundry facilities and a vet 
room. The building also has an office, two 
reception areas and a conference room. 
	 In addition to adoption activities the 
organization provides education on cat 
care and various outreach activities such 
as cat visits to nursing homes and craft 
activities for children and adults alike. 
	 A Trap, Neuter and Return (TNR) 
program is also run by TCH and helps 
provide assistance for humane reduction 
of feral cat colonies in Lincoln. Live-

trapped cats are spayed or neutered, 
vaccinated and micro-chipped at 
participating vet clinics before being 
released to their original locations. The 
result is a healthier, non-reproducing feral 
colony.
	 You can support the Cat House and 
LAA by joining us for Meow & Chow on 
October 17th at the Scottish Rite Temple.

Featured Rescue: The Cat House moves in to new location



Lincoln Animal Ambassadors (LAA) would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all 
of our Give-to-Lincoln day donors for their 
generous support during Give to Lincoln 
Day in May, 2105. As a non-profit 501(c)
(3) volunteer-driven organization, we rely on 
donations, private grants and fundraisers 
like this to continue with our important 
work in the community. All proceeds from 
this fundraiser, including our portion of the 
Lincoln Community Foundation match grant, 
will go directly toward our low-cost spay and 
neuter program and our income based pet 
food bank. We are humbled and encouraged 
by the amount of community support for our 
mission and daily efforts to help “at risk” 
companion animals in this area. 
	 LAA has the only true low-cost spay and 
neuter program in Lancaster County and 
we have altered over 1,800 pets since its 
inception five years ago, or an average of 
360 procedures a year. Overpopulation is 
the number one killer of pets in the United 
States. Annually 2.7 million dogs and cats 

-- about half of those brought into animal 
shelters each year -- are euthanized. Every 
11 seconds in America, one healthy, 
homeless pet is killed -- usually to make 
room for another unwanted pet whose odds 
of adoption are 50-50 at best. Our program 
helps families afford to spay and neuter 
their pets and in turn, reduce the number of 
unwanted pets in our community. 
	 Our income-based pet food bank 
distributes over 2.5 ton of dry pet food 
each month, plus canned food, litter and 
other animal related items. This program 
has also helped 489 unique families, and 
approximately 1,500 unique pets in 2014. In 
2015, we estimate we will help approximately 
500 unique families and their pets. We are 
committed to ensuring our communities 
pets are well fed despite economic hardship. 
Sometimes the ability to feed a person’s pet 
is the one thing that is standing between a 
person keeping their pet in a loving home 
and feeling there is no option but to leave 
them in a cold harsh shelter. 

Give to Lincoln Day
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Adrienne Shay
Allison Hunter Frederick
Angela D. Mittan
Angela R. Gebhardt
Barbara Nieveen
Beatty Brasch
Brady Rivers
Catherine Corbet
Cathy Sayre
Cheryl K. Johnson
Christina Baker
Dana Rothfuss
Diana L. Doling
Diane Cottingham
Diane D. Huseman
Elice Hubbert
Gale R. Hadenfeldt
Ingrid Bangers
Janellen Cech
Janet Chung
Jennifer D.Schmidt
Jill M. Simonson
Julie Pittenger
Karl Skinner
Katherine J. Haskins
Kaywin Sohl
Larry Rivers
Lela & Charles Sayward
Lori Yaussi
Marcia Kirk
Mary Hewitt
Mary L. Yager
Mary Morris
Melissa Money-Beecher
Michele Seefeld
Misty Petersen
Nancy Shelley
Patricia A. Rice
Patricia Anderson
Pauline Balta
Petco (South 56th Street)
Rebecca DeWitt
Robyn R. Mays
Ruthann Rivers
Sally A. Carter
Sarah A.Rivers
Shannon M. Poppe
Sharon D. Page
Sharon K. Paden
Strelsa Langness
Tami Washam
Tammie S. Lang
Valerie Stehlik
Vicki A. Miller

A special thank 
you to all of 
our 2015 Give 
to Lincoln Day 
Donors

Did you know that a dog can experience 
irreversible brain damage and even death 
in a hot car in as little as 10 to 15 minutes? 
And damage can happen hours or even 
days after the animal is removed from the 
hot car. Parking in the shade, cracking the 
windows or leaving them a bowl of water 
does not help.
	 According to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), leaving 
windows slightly open does not significantly 
decrease the rising heat rate. And heat 
inside a car can rise very quickly! NOAA 
reported that the temperature inside a 
vehicle can rise almost 20 degrees in just 
10 minutes, rapidly turning your vehicle 
into a death trap for children or animals left 
inside. It’s called the Greenhouse Effect. 
	 Did you know that dogs can’t sweat or 
handle the heat like humans can? It’s no 
stretch to think of leaving your dog in a 
parked car as being the same as leaving 
him in a microwave oven. When a dog is left 
in a hot car, he is literally cooking from the 
inside out. In a hot, closed car, your dog’s 
blood can thicken to the point that his heart 
will be in severe stress, trying to pump the 
abnormally thick blood through the blood 
vessels. 

What should you do if you see 
a dog left in a hot car?
According to Lincoln Animal Control, you 
should call their office right away. You can 
also call the Lincoln Police Department, 
although sometimes those calls are referred 
to Animal Control. Breaking windows can be 
a problem, however, if the Animal Control 
officer believes the animal will not make it, 
they will do what they need to do. Normally 
the Animal Control officer will video/audio 
tape the event and 
have Lincoln Police 
or another Animal 
Control officer be 
present at the time. 
	 So remember, 
when you park 
the car, don’t 
park the dog 
too! Play it 
cool and 
leave your dog 
safe at home—
not in a hot car!
	 Lincoln Animal 
Control can be 
reached at 
402.441.7900.

Leaving your dog in the car ‘for just a 
minute’ may be too long...



402.817.1168

PO Box 67072 
Lincoln, NE 68506

Proactive  Involved  Progressive  Compassionate

www.L inco lnAnima lAmbassadors .org

Did you know that you can name Lincoln Animal Ambassadors on your United Way 
donation? Your donation helps provide services to pets and their people in and 
around the Lincoln area. We couldn’t do it without the support of people like you!

Donate through our website, LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org using PayPal or 
mail this form to LAA. Pet Food Bank donation items can be dropped off at St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 2325 S. 24th Street; Super Saver, 56th & Hwy 2 and 
27th & Cornhusker; or both Petco Lincoln locations.

Name _______________________________________________________________

E-mail _______________________________________________________________

Address (City, State, Zip) ___________________________________________________

Please select your contribution amount:

 $25  $50  $75  $100  $250  $500  Other $____________

 Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Program
 Pet Food Bank
 General Funds

Make checks payable to:
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors
Mail to: PO Box 67072
Lincoln, NE 68506

Thank you!

We need your support!
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