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Our mission
Lincoln Animal 
Ambassadors promotes 
enriching our community 
through progressive 
thinking, education, 
awareness and public 
support. We are committed 
to improving the lives of 
animals and alleviating 
cruelty in Lincoln and the 
surrounding area.

Donate
Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Program
Pet Food Bank
General Funds
Mail to: PO Box 67072, Lincoln, NE 
68506. Pet Food Bank donation 
items can be dropped off at
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
2325 S. 24th Street and both 
PETCO Lincoln locations.
As a 501(c)(3), all donations to LAA 
are tax deductible.
Or donate through our website
LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org

Don’t forget to shop at Cause 
for Paws, located at 57th & Old 
Cheney Road. This “boutique for 
cheap” turns your donations and 
purchases into cash for animal 
charities, including LAA’s low-cost 
spay/neuter program. 
CauseForPawsLincoln.org

Pet Talk
Proactive  Involved  Progressive  Compassionate

www.L inco lnAnima lAmbassadors .org

By Pauline Balta

“Me foster?” “I don’t know...” “Will my pets 
do okay with a new animal?” “What if the 
new animal does not like my pets?” These 
are questions we all ask ourselves when 
contemplating fostering an animal. Then 
there are the many happy stories of “failed 
fosters” when the foster family falls in love 
with the animal and keeps it!
 In October 2012, I represented Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors (LAA) at Lincoln’s 
Project Homeless Connect. Project Homeless 
Connect is a coalition developed to set up 
a day when all local organizations providing 
services for Lincoln’s citizens at risk for 
becoming homeless or are homeless, 
come together in one space to provide easy 
access. 
 During the event, a gentleman, Kevin, 
came to LAA’s table asking if we knew of an 
available foster home. Kevin needed back 
surgery and wanted to find a temporary 
home for his beloved dog, Melanie Elizabeth, 
a beautiful black lab blend. He stated he 
would not have surgery until he knew she 
was being loved and cared for in a good 
temporary home. 
 Kevin adopted Melanie at four months of 
age from a shelter in Vancouver, Washington. 
She had been abused so it took lots of 
Kevin’s time, patience and devotion before 
Melanie completely trusted him. Melanie is 
now a very confident, happy, and smart girl.  
It turned out that now, because of Kevin’s 
back injury and a series of unfortunate 
incidents, Kevin was at risk for becoming 
homeless.
 The more I talked to Kevin, the more I 
knew I could foster Melanie. He described 
her as loving, happy, able to get along with 

any dog and liking kitties. Knowing all this, 
I made the decision to foster Melanie in my 
home. 
 Kevin could not wait many days to have 
his surgery and because of severe pain, had 
to be admitted to the hospital several days 
prior to his scheduled surgery. The next day 
I picked up Melanie and knew I would love 
her when about two minutes into the ride 
home, she tossed a tennis ball into the front 
seat. My dogs 
accepted her. 
My kitties 
soon learned 
Melanie 
would not 
harm them. 
 It turned 
out Melanie 
is an expert 
counter-
surfer! Her 
final “epic” 
surf at my house was to surf a brand-new, 
never-opened jar of grape jam off the 
counter, open it, eat half of it and not spill 
one drop. Among the other items surfed AND 
eaten: at least two pears, one avocado, five 
tomatoes, three loaves of bread, and one-
half homemade apple pie. Melanie’s surfing 
at my house has become a legend and 
provides for very entertaining stories!
 Several times Kevin was able to visit 
Melanie at my house, and what reunions 
those were. I knew Melanie had not 
forgotten “Poppa” when I asked her, “Where 
is Poppa?” and she spent the rest of the 
evening looking out the front window. I did 
not ask her that again. 

continued on page 2...

Fostering pets:

Providing a loving temporary home

Kevin and Melanie



LAA received memorial 
donations on behalf of the 
following:

In memory of Antoinette 
(Toni) Hereth, LAA volunteer 
Anna Pasold’s sister, from an 
anonymous donor

In memory of Ken Kavanagh, 
LAA volunteer Donna 
Kavanagh’s father, from an 
anonymous donor

In memory of Ruth B. Kaiser, 
LAA volunteer Brady Rivers’ 
grandmother, from her family

A memorial to LAA in memory of 
a loved one is a wonderful way 
to honor that special person who 
has passed on. Please consider 
this option if you are interested 
in donating to a worthy cause 
in memory of, or in honor of, 
a loved one. Giving to LAA is a 
way to honor your loved one’s 
support of local animal welfare 
causes, and we thank you for 
your support to further our 
efforts in improving the lives of 
animals in the Lincoln area.

Fostering continued from page 1

A Giant Breed 
Rescue with a 
Giant Mission
    Big Dogs 
Huge Paws, Inc. 
(BDHPI) was 
founded on the 
core philosophy 

that every “Big” dog deserves a chance, 
and that is exactly what their All-Volunteer 
rescue is providing… Second Chances. They 
are doing more than rescuing Big Dogs, 
they are giving them a brand new life.
 BDHIP’s mission is three-fold. First, 
they rescue their gentle giants from any 
number of tragic situations. Next, they 
identify medical or behavioral rehabilitation 
needs and see that those are met prior 
to matching with a forever family. Finally, 
they aim to be a trusted resource for giant 
breed information not only on their website 
www.bigdogshugepaws.com, but through 
community outreach, social media, and 
online forums.
 The Big Dogs at the heart of the rescue 
include Great Danes, Great Pyrenees, 
Newfoundlands, Saint Bernards, Mastiffs, 
Irish Wolfhounds, and Scottish Deerhounds. 
Take a peek at the adorable and adoptable 

dogs on the website. 
 If you have a Big Heart for Big 
Dogs, being a BDHPI volunteer might 
be the perfect fit. From fostering to 
database management, they have many 
opportunities available. Check us out at 
www.bigdogshugepaws.com/volunteer to 
download a volunteer application today.

bigdogshugepaws.com

Featured Rescue:
Big Dogs Huge Paws

The day came when Kevin called with the 
good news—he had found an apartment 
and was ready for Melanie to be back with 
“Poppa.” 
 I fed Melanie’s excitement to be “going 
for a ride” by telling her we were going to 
find Poppa! She bounced around in the 
back seat, “talking” to the people in cars 
next to us, whining, and giving me sloppy 
kisses. High excitement hit when she 
spotted Kevin waiting outside as we drove 
up to his new home. True to what Poppa 
said, Melanie inspected every square 
inch of her new home, and then focused 
on Poppa. Kevin sent me a picture later 
showing Melanie completely stretched out 
on her new sofa, sound asleep. 
 I cried tears of humbleness, joy, sadness, 
and pride—the best adjectives I can 
think of—on my way home. I consider my 
experience a triple win! 
1.  Kevin was able to get his life back on 

track while, 
2.  Melanie Elizabeth was in a place where 

she was loved, and;

3.  I benefited with so many wonderful 
feelings of gratitude and joy caring for 
such a sweet, precious, silly dog who 
shared her love with me.

 To think that Kevin would entrust me with 
the care of his most treasured being was 
very humbling.
 The message behind this and one that 
needs to be brought to the front is that 
fostering pets is a wonderful, character-
growing, positive thing you can do for the 
pet’s good, and selfishly, your own good. 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors’ mission is 
to reduce the number of homeless pets in 
the Lincoln area. Fostering pets is one very 
important way to keep pets in homes until 
they can be reunited with their guardians or 
adopted. 
 There are many fostering opportunities 
in the Lincoln area. Whether it is The Cat 
House, Nebraska No Kill Canine Rescue, 
Capital Humane Society or the other breed 
rescues located in Lincoln; one of these 
organizations always has opportunities for 
you to help them by fostering.memorials



Deb is one of LAA’s dependable volunteers. 
She assists with weekly distributions at 
our Pet Food Bank. Let’s get to know Deb 
pictured here with her canine companion, 
Little Fox.
 Q: Where did you first learn about Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors?
A: Through the local animal welfare 
grapevine
 Q: Tell us a little about yourself. Feel free 
to share as little or as much as you’d like. 
Millions will read this (okay, hundreds at 
least)!
 A: I come from a family of six children. 
Currently, I live with my Pomeranian, Little 
Fox as well as my garage cat, Clapton. I am 
happiest when surrounded by plants and 
animals. Laughing is my favorite hobby, and 
I like avocados!

 Q: What areas do you primarily volunteer 
for us in at this time?
 A: I volunteer in the Pet Food Bank and 
help in setting up for fundraisers.
 Q: What do you find rewarding in your 
volunteer activities?
 A: Knowing I have helped someone keep 
their pets from going hungry.
 Q: Do you do other volunteer work in 
Lincoln?
 A: I do also help The Coalition for Pet 
Protection, another animal welfare group 
here in town. (Visit www.petcoalition.org for 
more information!)
 Q: What would you recommend to 
anyone looking to volunteer for Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors?
 A: We could probably use more people to 
retrieve calls and do call backs from the hot 
line.
 Q: If you could add one thing to the 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors “wish list,” 
what would it be?
 A: A new lockbox! 
 We thank volunteers like Deb. LAA is a 
100% volunteer organization, and without 
dedicated volunteers like Deb, we would not 
be able to provide the services we do with 
our low-cost spay/neuter program and our 
pet food bank. 

If you’d like to become a volunteer with 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors, please 
contact us at 402-817-1168 or fill out a 
volunteer application on our website, 
www.lincolnanimalambassadors.org. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Deb DeFruiter

We are in need of volunteers to 
help with our programs. 

Do you have good telephone 
skills to pick up phone calls? 

Do you have good writing skills? 

Do you blog, Facebook, or Tweet? 

Do you like to participate in 
volunteer fairs? 

Can you help with newsletter or 
poster delivery? 

Are you skilled in marketing or 
fundraising? 

A “yes” to any of these means we 
might have a spot for you! We are 
a 100% volunteer organization 
and if you are looking to put your 
skills to work for a good cause. 
Visit our website and go to the 
“What you can do” page and fill 
out the volunteer application 
online!

Deb and her canine companion, Little Fox, hamming 
it up for the camera.

LAA 
WANTS 

YOU

From paint colors to frozen yogurt toppings, 
it’s great to have a variety of options. The 
same goes for making donations. Dropping 
a check in the mail is all well and good, 
but there should be other opportunities for 
contributing to an important cause. Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors is excited to announce 
our partnership with two fun new fundraising 
programs, Pickit and Fundinco. 
 The brainchild of a group of University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln students, the Pickit 
app lets Android and iPhone users enjoy 
deals at a variety of Lincoln shops and 
restaurants while supporting local nonprofit 
organizations. Users download the app from 
pickitmobile.com, choose LAA as one of their 
favorite charities, then redeem coupons and 
deals at local merchants simply by scanning 
a QR code at the register. Half the proceeds 
from the deals go to the user’s favorite 
organizations. 

 Amazon is a source of endless shopping 
and now, through Fundinco, an easy way 
to raise funds for LAA’s programs. Before 
visiting Amazon, head to Fundinco.org, find 
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors’ page through 
the “Find Your Organization” toolbar, then 
click the “begin shopping” button. We 
receive three percent of each dollar spent. 
Shoppers can also contribute to LAA’s pet 
food bank by purchasing an item from our 
Amazon wishlist, including cat litter, flea and 
tick preventatives, and collars. 
 Lincoln Animal Ambassador’s assistance 
programs are successful thanks to donations 
from people who want to make a difference 
in the lives of their community’s people and 
animals. We hope these new fundraising 
opportunities will allow us to make stronger 
connections with our valued donors. 

LAA fundraising opportunities

Help while you shop



LAA would like to share some of 
the “thank you’s” and notes of 
encouragement we have received 
from program recipients and 
community partners:

“Thank you and this organization 
for helping me and Jasmine to be 
able to be a family. I am excited 
and a little nervous about doing 
this. I just want her to be happy in 
her new home. I would not have 
been able to do this without your 
help. Thank you so very much!” – Jo

“Thank you for providing me with 
the opportunity to have two of my 
cats spayed. They more or less 
adopted me when I moved into a 
new home and they were already 
residents. I want to thank you for 
providing this wonderful service—It 
is such an expensive time to own 
and care for pets—and this helps 
so much” -- Jill

“Our cat has an appointment with 
the vet... I am very excited and 
thankful.” -- Nan

“I wanted to thank you for the dog 
and cat food I picked up last night. 
The people were all so kind and 
helpful. I look forward to attending 
the Pet Guardianship 101 class. I 
would also like to volunteer to help 
out your organization in any way I 
can. With many thanks and much 
gratitude” -- Deb

“THANK YOU for helping to alter my 
cat!” -- Andrea

In response to receiving spay/
neuter vouchers: “Thank you 
soooooo sooooooo much!” – Darko

“Got the vouchers and set the 
appointments, really appreciate 
your help and your cause. You are 
an inspiration to us all! Thank you 
so much!” -- Roy

Submitted by Karl Skinner

Lincoln Animal Ambassadors and Nebraska 
No Kill Canine Rescue collaborated to alter 
seven dogs all living in the same home on 
Thursday, May 2!

 John owns 2 
unaltered male 
dogs and then 
his brother-in-law 
Ryan and girlfriend 
brought their 5 
unaltered dogs (3 
males, 2 females) 
from North Dakota 
and moved into 
John’s basement 
about a month 
ago. Those five 
dogs included a 
male black lab-
springer spaniel 
mix, a female 
husky and the 
remaining three 
puppies from their 
litter of eight, born 
nine months ago. 

None of the three pups had ever been to a 
veterinarian.
 Ryan recently started a new job and is 
saving to get his own place, but needed 
help with his dogs. John wanted to keep 

the female puppy and promptly called LAA 
to request assistance on getting her and 
his two males altered. Three vouchers 
were issued and LAA president Mary 
Douglas reached out to rescue groups to 
find someone that could help Ryan with his 
four dogs, including the two they wanted to 
rehome. Nebraska No Kill Canine Rescue 
responded and provided transportation to 
the Spay Omaha Solution Lied Spay/Neuter 
Center where Ryan’s four dogs were altered, 
vaccinated and microchipped. Ryan has 
agreed to surrender his two remaining pups 
so Nebraska No Kill Canine Rescue is taking 
one and Taysia Blue Siberian Husky Rescue 
is taking the other.
 That same day, John was busy redeeming 
his vouchers from LAA to alter his dogs as 
well. The day’s total for that household = 
5 males neutered, 2 females spayed and 
perhaps numerous lives saved! By making 
their situation more manageable and 
providing education throughout the process 
Ryan and John are getting into the routine of 
taking better care of their pets with proper 
food and regular vaccinations so they move 
toward compliance with city ordinances and 
help their dogs live long, healthy lives.
 This is sure to improve the lives of the 
people and pets involved. Rumor has it 
that the cats living in the home (previously 
altered) are very thankful that they won’t 
have to endure puppies in the near future!

LAA collaborates with 
Nebraska No Kill Canine Rescuefrom the

community

Mark your calendars for 
the rescheduled Wine & 
Howl fundraising event! 
Saturday, July 13, 2013, 11am - 5pm
Deer Springs Winery, 162nd & E. Adams

Our first attempt at the 5th annual Wine 
& Howl event was a soggy one, but us 
dog lovers are a resilient bunch. We 
rescheduled this event and Lincoln Animal 
Ambassadors will host it’s 5th Annual Wine 
& Howl fundraiser at Deer Springs Winery 
on July 13th. It will fun from 11 am to 5 
pm and will feature live music, vendors, a 
rescue roundup, food, and of course, wine. 
Deer Springs Winery is located just east of 
Lincoln on Adams at 162nd Street. Wine 
& Howl is held in this beautiful country 

setting, and you are encouraged to bring 
your dog(s), try the wines, listen to the 
music, and have a great time! 
 Wine & Howl features individual and 
corporate sponsors of food, music, raffle 
prizes, and wine. Last year’s attendance 
exceeded 400 people, and we expect that 
number to increase again this year. This 
is one of our major fundraisers through 
the year; last year we raised over $4,500. 
This fundraiser also helps raise awareness 
about local rescue groups and how these 
groups are assisting companion animals in 
our area.

The rain on the plain was a pain!



Calendar of
events
Wine & Howl
July 13 Rescheduled date
Deer Springs Winery
162nd & E. Adams
11am - 5pm

Bark-Set-Spike!
August 17
Spikes Beach Bar & Grill
2300 Judson Street
Nebraska No Kill Canine Rescue’s 
2nd annual sand volleyball 
tournament fund raiser. 
Registration deadline is July 31. 
Visit www.nebraskanokill.org for 
more information.

Cause for Paws 
Fashion Show
August 23
Grand Manse
10th & P

First Plymouth
Pet Blessing
September 15
First Plymouth Church
20th & D
1pm

By Mary Douglas

The Lincoln Animal Ambassadors criteria 
and rules for the pet food bank will change 
as of July 1, 2013 to a financial need basis. 
Recipients will continue to be able to receive 
assistance every 30 days, if they meet the 
new criteria. Previous recipients will be 
required to re-apply. Pet food distributions 
will be made per household and periodic 
reviews of financial circumstances will be 
required. 
    Another important change to the program 
is that it will now serve only residents of 
Lancaster County, Nebraska. 
 For more information and to view the new 
application and rules go to our website,  
www.lincolnanimalambassadors.org. Go to 
the “What we do” menu and click on Pet 
Food Bank. Applications can be initiated 
on-line with supporting financial information 
being mailed or e-mailed for review. 

 The LAA Pet Food Bank assists the working 
poor, disabled and down and out. It helps to 
make the pet food dollar stretch for these 
families so they don’t have to make the 
painful decision to relinquish their family 
pet to the shelter or re-home them. Pets 
provide stability for their families during 
trying times. Unfortunately, often the pet 
is the first that is sacrificed in order to be 
able to afford food to feed the family. It is 
not only traumatic to the family, but to the 
pet, when they are re-homed at any age. 
LAA counsels recipients regarding good pet 
guardianship and the expenses of having 
a pet or pets, and discourages obtaining 
additional pets while using this program. 
This program is not meant to provide “every 
meal” for the households pets, but to assist 
them in feeding their pets. The program can 
only distribute what has been donated, and 
special requests are considered, but may not 
always be fulfilled. 
 The LAA Pet Food Bank program is solely 
sustained by monetary donations and 
grants and food donations by corporate and 
individual donors. The Lincoln community 
has risen admirably to the plight of 
impoverished families who need assistance 
feeding their pets. For that we THANK YOU! 
 If you would like to become a “FRIEND OF 
THE LAA PET FOOD BANK” please e-mail us at 
info@lincolnanimalambassadors.org and let us 
know this. When we are in need of specific 
items, such as cat litter, Frontline, specialty 
food, etc. we will e-mail the “Friends” and 
if you are willing and able at that time you 
can assist the program with a one time or 
multiple donations. Or, your organization, 
company or group could hold a pet food drive 
or fundraiser in support of the pet food bank. 
LAA invites you to become a part of the 
cause. Contact LAA at the above e-mail for 
more information. 

Donation items of pet food and pet items, 
new and gently used, can be dropped at:

PETCO North (bin in front entryway) 
48th & O Street, Lincoln, NE

PETCO South (bin near cash registers) 
56th & Highway 2, Lincoln, NE

Super Saver (bin at exit doors) 
56th & Highway 2, Lincoln, NE

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
2325 S. 24th Street, Lincoln, NE 

“Change is inevitable. Change is constant” – Benjamin Disraeli

LAA’s Pet Food Bank is changing!

LincolnAnimalAmbassadors.org



Lincoln Animal Ambassadors was recently 
awarded a $2,000 grant from the Greg 
Biffle Foundation and a $5,000 grant from 
the Petco Foundation in support of our low-
cost spay/neuter program.
 The Greg Biffle Foundation was founded 
in 2006 by Greg and Nicole Biffle to 

create awareness and serve as 
advocates to improve the well-
being of animals by engaging 
the power and passion of the 
motor sports industry. Greg 

Biffle is a NASCAR Sprint Cup driver. Since 
its creation, the Greg Biffle Foundation 
has awarded grants to over 500 humane 
groups and animal shelters across the 
country. Greg teamed up with other 
NASCAR drivers to help support Spay Day 
USA, a national campaign of the Humane 
Society of the United States to promote the 
life-saving benefits of spay/neuter.  
 The Petco Foundation has served as a 

voice for companion 
animals across the 
country since 1999. 

Today, with more than 8,000 local animal-
welfare partners across the country, 
the foundation donates approximately 
$15 million a year to make a difference 
in the lives of millions of animals. The 
organization is funded through donations 
raised during fundraisers conducted in 
Petco’s more than 1,200 stores across the 

country, as well as from Petco associates, 
vendors and corporate contributions. 
Money raised helps fund animal-welfare 
organizations, spay and neuter efforts, 
animal-assisted therapy programs and 
humane education. The majority of the 
funds raised remain in the communities 
where they were raised, and the Petco 
Foundation is also involved in many 
national animal-welfare efforts. In 2012, 
the Petco Foundation surpassed $100 
million in funds raised for companion 
animals since the organization was 
created. 
 Many local pets in need of spaying or 
neutering will receive assistance thanks 
to the Greg Biffle Foundation as well as 
the Petco Foundation. LAA has spayed or 
neutered 1,066 pets since we began our 
program in June 2010, which means we are 
working to decrease the pet overpopulation 
and subsequently reduce the numbers 
of pets that enter the shelter system or 
end up being euthanized. Eight local vets 
work with LAA to reduce Lincoln’s pet 
overpopulation. We appreciate the support 
of the Greg Biffle Foundation and the Petco 
Foundation in this endeavor, as we are an 
all-volunteer organization and could not 
provide the services we do without grants 
such as this.
 Remember, two cats and their offspring 
can produce 420,000 cats in seven years. 

Two dogs and their offspring can produce 
67,000 dogs in six years. Spaying or 
neutering just one animal can help save 
thousands of lives because nationwide, 
56% of dogs and 72% of cats entering 
shelters are killed. 
 For more information on the Greg 
Biffle Foundation, please visit www.
gregbifflefoundation.com. Petco is a leading 
pet specialty retailer that provides the 
products, services and advice that make 
it easier for their customers to be great 
pet parents. Everything they do is guided 
by their vision for Healthier Pets. Happier 
People. Better World. They operate more 
than 1,200 stores nationwide, including 
more than 50 Unleashed by Petco 
locations, a smaller format neighborhood 
shop, and www.petco.com.
 The Petco Foundation, an independent 
nonprofit organization, has raised more 
than $100 million since it was created 
in 1999 to help promote and improve 
the welfare of companion animals. In 
conjunction with the Foundation, they 
work with and support approximately local 
animal welfare groups across the country 
to help find homes for more than 250,000 
animals through in-store adoption events 
every year. To learn more, visit www.
petcofoundation.org. 

LAA’s spay/neuter program receives two more grants

The Banfield Charitable 
Trust is an organization 
dedicated to helping 
keep pets and their 
people together. Their 
vision is to ensure that 

every wanted and loved pet can stay in 
their home. They strive to create strong 

and healthy bonds between pets 
and their owners so that 

pets are not left 
to uncertain 

futures in 

overcrowded shelters. They want to see 
pet families thrive.
 Banfield’s mission is to deliver 
programs that maintain the human-pet 
bond. They offer support for emergency 
and preventive veterinary care, they elp 
struggling pet owners with their pet care 
needs, and they offer grants to pet-related 
organizations that are getting at the root 
causes of pet surrender.
 Their emergency and preventive 
veterinary care programs help people 
facing financial challenges keep their pets 
healthy and offset costs in emergency 
medical situations.
 Pet Peace of Mind® enables hospice 
patients to keep their pets at home with 
them throughout their end-of-life journey.
 Their pet food program helps struggling 
pet owners feed their pets through an 
annual holiday event to collect food and 
monetary donations. Those donations are 
given to Meals On Wheels parneters and 

nonprofits such as human food banks to 
maintain pet food banks and distribution 
programs. 
 Pet Advocacy Grants help local pet-
focused organizations across the country 
address unique needs facing their 
communities and develop innovative 
projects that offer new ways to help pets.
 WIthout donations from organizations 
such as the Banfield Charitable Trust, 
LAA would not be able to offer its pet 
food bank program. Thank you, Banfield, 
for your generous support! For more 
information on the Banfield Charitable 
Trust, please visit their website at www.
banfieldcharitabletrust.org, or visit them 
on Facebook.

Banfield Charitable Trust donates $3,500 to LAA Pet Food Bank



The “dog days” of summer can be dangerous 
for dogs—especially those dogs left inside 
hot cars. Every year, countless dogs die after 
being locked in cars while their owners work, 
visit, shop, or run other errands. These tragic 
deaths are entirely preventable.
 Most people are aware that, every year, 
children die after being left inside cars in hot 
weather. Fewer know that countless dogs 
die similar, terrible deaths, because such 
incidents are rarely reported to authorities.
 The combination of warm weather and a 
closed car can literally be a killer for dogs. 

Even leaving a dog for “just a minute” to run 
an errand can lead to tragic consequences. 
Every year, dogs suffer and die after being 
left inside cars during the summertime heat. 
These tragic deaths are entirely preventable.
 Please don’t leave your dog in a hot car 
this summer! 

For more information on how you can 
keep your dog safe this summer, please 
visit www.redrover.org or call them at 
916.429.2457.

My dog is cool
Thank you!

On May 2, omt! (One More 
Time) divine women’s resale 
boutique hosted a Lincoln 
Animal Ambassadors fund raiser 
where customers could shop, 
donate, and have fun while 
saving money! One item donated 
to LAA’s pet food bank earned 
shoppers a 10% discount off 
their purchase. Refreshments 
were served, and shoppers 
got to enjoy a leisurely night of 
shopping the omt! store. Thank 
you, omt!

Super Saver at 56th & Hwy 2 
held a pig ear promotion for 
LAA recently. For every pig ear 
sold, Super Saver donated one 
to LAA, garnering nearly 1,000 
pig ears for our pet food bank. 
That’s a lot of pig ears! Those 
treats will keep a lot of dogs 
happy. Thanks, Super Saver!

 Time of Day Outside Temp Inside Closed Auto Oven Thermometer

 9:00 am 82° 109° ----

 9:30 am 87° 115° ----

 10:00 am 91° 115° ----

 10:30 am 94° 114° 115°

 11:00 am 98° 114° 119°

 11:30 am 100° 117° 124°

 12:00 pm 101° 119° 127°

 1:30 pm 112° 124° 130°

 2:30 pm 125° 130+° 159°

 4:00 pm 98° 110° 110°

University of Nebraska Student Animal Legal Defense Fund

Laws 4 Paws 5K Run
On April 6, the University of Nebraska 
Student Animal Legal Defense Fund held 
their first annual Laws 4 Paws 5K run. 
The race was held on the University’s 
East Campus. Although the weather was 
a little chilly, the participants—human and 
canine—enjoyed the morning. Some walked, 
some ran, and a few of our four-legged 
friends even got carried across the finish 
line! Volunteers from the Student Animal 
Legal Defense Fund as well as LAA checked 
participants in, directed traffic, and handed 
out water and bananas. Several local 
animal rescue groups were represented 
and had dogs available for adoption. 
 Misty Christo, president of the Student 
Animal Legal Defense Fund, says, “Thank 
you for helping us to achieve our goals, and 
we look forward to growing and improving 
next year.”
 The proceeds from the race benefit 
LAA’s low-cost spay/neuter program. This 
is a great example of how the community 
comes together to support a worthy cause, 
and we thank the students for organizing 
this event!

Matt Kempston, Store Director and 
Randy Douglas, Smokehouse Manager 
with the 1000 pig ears they donated.
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Did you know that you can name Lincoln Animal Ambassadors on your United Way 
donation? Your donation helps provide services to pets and their people in and 
around the Lincoln area. We couldn’t do it without the support of people like you!

Donate through our website, www.lincolnanimalambassadors.org using PayPal 
or mail this form to LAA. Pet Food Bank donation items can be dropped off at St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 2325 S. 24th Street or both Petco Lincoln locations.

Name _____________________________ E-mail ___________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

Please select your contribution amount:

 $25     $50     $75    $100     $250     $500     Other $____________

 Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Program
 Pet Food Bank
 General Funds

Make checks payable to:
Lincoln Animal Ambassadors
Mail to: PO Box 67072
Lincoln, NE 68506

Thank you!

We need your
support!


